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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
VOICE OF AMERICA DIRECTOR TO SPEAK AT EASTERN 
CHARLESTON, IL--Richard Carlson, the director of the Voice 
of America radio network, will speak at 7:00 p.m. Oct. 25 in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King, Jr. University 
Union atiEastern Illinois University. Carlson will speak on 
the mission of the Voice of America internationally. 
The Voice of America is the global radio network of the 
United States Government. It broadcasts 24 hours a day in 44 
different languages to an estimated regular "listenership" of 
more than 130 million people. The VOA provides insight to the 
world on what is happening in the United States in music, sports, 
culture, news, and opinion. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 VOICE OF AMERICA DIRECTOR 
The Voice of America is based in Washington, D.C., where 
Carlson reports to President Reagan and the State Department. 
The network has approximately 3,000 full-time and 1,200 part-
time employees. 
Carlson has been the director of the VOA since he was nominated 
by President Reagan in 1986. Prior to th1s, he was the director 
of the Office of Public Liaison of the U.S. Information Agency. 
In addition, Carlson is a winner of three Emmy Awards and 
six Associated Press awards for radio and television reporting. 
In 1976, Carlson won the prestigious George Foster Peabody Broadcasting 
Award for investigative reporting with KABC-TV of Los Angeles. 
Carlson also has 14 years of experience as a journalist. 
He was a staff writer for United Press International and stringer 
for Time magazine. His stories have appeared in numerous major 
newspapers and magazines. 
Carlson has also been a leader in the financial community. 
From 1977-1984, he was senior Vice President of the California-based 
Great American First Bank. This is one of the nation's largest 
lending institutions, with 240 branches in four states and over 
$14 billion in assets. 
Carlson has also been the director of professional and 
civic organizations and a commissioner of the San Diego Crime 
Commission. 
Since 1977, Carlson has spoken on issues of concern to 
the journalistic profession. He has lectured at many leading 
universities. 
-30-
